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         John Burton and his colleagues conceived of the Hospital at Home 
program to deliver hospital-level acute care at home to older patients with 
certain acute conditions. This conception was inspired and encouraged with 
the encouragement of Dr Donna Regenstreif, a senior program officer at The 
John A. Hartford Foundation.  This new care delivery system was designed to 
meet the needs of  patients, who are more vulnerable to  experiencing 
adverse events in the hospital and because acutely ill seniors often refused to 
be admitted to a hospital.  Dr. Burton has  over 25 years experience of going 
out on house calls for older persons. This experience led  him to believe that  
full fledged hospital-level care could be safely delivered to acutely ill persons 
in their own home.  Dr. Burton recruited  one of his trainees, Dr. Bruce Leff, 
as the project director of the Hospital at Home initiative and charged him with 
the responsibility to develop such a program and to operate a pilot in 
Baltimore.   
 
       In addition to his leadership in the Hospital at Home project, Dr. Burton is 
the Director of the Johns Hopkins Geriatric Education Center, a HRSA funded 
initiative focused on community-based education in geriatrics for health professionals. As the leader of the 
Division of Geriatric Medicine and Gerontology from 1982-2002, he was responsible for developing a clinical 
care network that provides a full continuum of integrated services to serve the health care needs of the 
elderly. Dr. Burton has trained over 100 geriatricians who are now located in institutions throughout the nation. 
He is co-director of a national program through the American Geriatrics Society funded by The John A. 
Hartford Foundation and the Atlantic Philanthropies designed to increase geriatrics expertise in surgical and 
related specialties.  Dr. Burton is an active clinician seeing patients in nearly every care venue including the 
hospital, nursing home, rehabilitation unit, day care center, office and the patients’ home. 
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